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1 Kin gs : 1. Let Ab the — be given, to Au j. 
40 Miſe. 

22. And Ring Solomon anſwered and ſaid, unto his Mother, 
And why 40 thou ask Abiſbag the Shunammite, for Adoni> 
jah? ask for him the Ring dom alſo: (for he is mine Elder Bro- 
ther) even for him, and for Abiathar the Preiſt, and for 
Job, the Son add Drruiab. 
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Have divided this ſhort Eſſay into 2 parts. The 1. Treats of 

I Toleration in General. The Second of a Toleration of the Pre. 
lat ical Diſſenters in this Nation; In manageing the firſt, we Addreſs 
Mens Conſciences mainly, and ſhew them what the Word of 
GOD condemnes. In handleing of the ſecond, we draw Argu- 
ments 4 Commodo & Otili as well as ab Hane to (poſſibly Intereſt 
may be heard by ſome Men, when Juſtice cannot) and fuch Ar- 
uments ſeldom miſs of perſwading, as borrowing their Force 
Fon that Natural Love, which every Man has to himſelf, and 
ſhould have to his Country. If any think the firſt part, not ſo ne- 
ceſſary or proper (tho? I beg pardon to think other ways) or have 
not the Patience and Leiſure to Read it, let him turn his Ey's to | 
the 24. part, which comes cloſs to the Buſineſs of the Day. | 
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I. 1 Eligion is the moſt precious and valuable Thing in re 
I World; For its Native Excellency and Worth, its Di- 15 
vine Original, its High and Noble Aims, its Bleſtt 
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Moral, Civil and Spiritual concerns of Mankind: It is the ne- 
ceſſary Cement and Natura! Sinews of all Government and the 
greateſt ſecurity to Magiſtrates, by the Obedience it teacheth to 
be given them, not only for Terror, but for Conſcience ſake, and 
hath a neceſſary connexion, with a happy Immortality. 
Ol the many different and contrary Schemes of Revealed- Re- 
ligion, that are advanced in the World, the Protestant Reformed 
hath the belt claim; when the Viſible C hurch had been tor 2 long 
time degenerat, apd extreamly Corrupted, and Darkneſs had 
overſpread all the face of the Waters, our Doctrine and Worſhip 
Was, with great Judgement and Care, Zeal, Courage and Pati- 
ence, drawn off like a pure and clear Liquor; and the Cup, 
with the Dreg left in the Har/o!s hand. 
' The the Doctrine and Worſhip of our Church, be the 
weightieſt and molt ſubſtantial parts of our Conſtitution, and do 
upen that ſcore, juſtly challenge our greateſt Eſteem and Zeal, 
and the preference to the Diſcipline and Government, Yet be- 
cauſe theſe likeways have their own worth and uſciulneſs,quilibet 
49 lus ſuam habet umbram, omnis ſanguis concolor) they are nat to be 
deſpiſed nor neglected ; For as a Reformation is never compleat, 
ſo the Doctrine and Worſhip can never be ſecured without them. 
. - Becauſe, in the Church of Scotland, Presbytry and Prelacy have 
had their Turns (GOD, in His Soveraignity and Wiſdom, judg- 
ipg it fir, to checker His Providential Diſpenſations towards us, 
with alternate Peace and Trouble, and to give this Church and 
Nation, the Viciſſitudes of Day and Night of Proſperity and 
Per ſecurion) ſome may be apt to think, the two Models to have 
an equal claim; yet, upon a nearer view, we cannot but obſerve 
a mighty difference t wirt them, for we not only Reformed from 
Popery. by Presbytry, wluch declares our Government as well as 
our DoArine to be a part of our Reformation; Bur Prelacy, with- 
out great Cunning and Force, could never take Rooting amongſt 
us. And it hath without the conſent of the Church, and againſt 
Her declared Principles and Proteſtations and Remonſtrances, been 
obtruded upon us. But, as ſoon as we were got from under the 
Influence ot the Court, and left ro our own Natural Byaſs, we, 
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by 1kind of Eliſtick Power, ied off the vnſurportible Toalt, 
and returned toour Orig ina and Hab State, 
We cannot without fome Mixture of Greif and Tndianarion | 
obſerve the Flotts, of fome ill Men (tho? fown ſo ſhallow - ther? 
every fack-daw may pick them np) who, not having the con- 
rage to make a dirett attaque. on the preſent Eſtabliſhment, do- 
think, by the back door ot Loder ion, and Patronages, to drag 
bs back again to Egypr. 3 

As every thing hath Two Handles, and rhe worſt of Cauſes-6. 
never wanted ſeme Patrons and Abettors, that ſet up ini:sDe- 
tence; So, this is ſignally evident, in the buſineſs of Toleration, 
W hat ſpecious pretences are advanced for ir, from that Univerſal 
Charity we ſhoul have to all Men, and particularly from that 
Chrſtian Meckneſs, and Mutual Forbearance fo often inculcated 
in the New 'Teltament, and recommended to us, as the peculiar 
Character of the Evangelical Diſpenſation: And like wayes 
from Man's Mind being paſſive and under a neceſſity of 
judgeing of things, as they are repreſented toit; As alſo, from the 
arrogancy of impoſing upon other Mens Conſciences, as if we 
had, vouchated us from GOD, a peculiar prerogative of Infal- 
libility. And further, from the danger ot violating the Eternal 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, wha: ſorver ye would have Men to do 1o you, 
that ao you to-them, And, in fine, from violence, being a very 
unfit and improper mean, of perſwading and inſtructing; it being 
more likely to make Men Hypocrites,. than to bring them to the 
Knowledge of the Truth; The force of which Obje gions we 
{ball have occaſion afterwards to conſider. | 

There is a certain ſpeciality in our preſent Circumſtances, . 
that makes a Toleration Unneceſſary, Inconvenient, and Nange- 
rous; So that, tho' it ſhould be granted, that a Toleration of 
Prelatick Miniſters in {ome cales. were lawful, yer, as matters 
ate now tated, a Legal Authorizing of all their Miniſterial Ad- 
miniſtrations, will nor be found, hc & nunc, proper. | 

As Religion is on all hands acknowledged to be the greateſt 8. 
Intereſt of Mankind : So, it is certain, that it is but ONE : And , 
cannot but be ONE, Truth being SO: There is one Lord, one 

OY | Faith, 
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| ( 6 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one Faith once cond to the Saints, whereas 
Errors are many: We cannot therefore but condemn a promiſ- 
cuous Toleration, as the never-failing ſource of all Errors, and 
contrary to the Glory of God, the Purity of His Church, and Sal- 
vation of Souls. This we purpoſe to make evident; however 
we are in hazard to be branded, by a Society of Galliv's, as Men 
of narrow Principles and Spirits, as firy Zealots, and weak Bi- 
gotts: with ſuch a ſet of Men, a Potion from the Vatican and 
. Genevsis much the ſame; the Tyber brings down as good Com- 
modities as the Lake Lemmon; Latine through the whole Divine 
Worſhip, and Service, is no more to be reſtrain'd then in a Grammar 
Schcol, and as many Services and as great variety of Diſhes on a 
Communion Table, are to be allow'd as on my Lord Com- 
miſſioners, than which there can be no greater Impiety. 
For our more diſtin& procedure, we premitt. 1220. That 
2. when we ſpeak againſt Toletating of Errors, we are not to be 
underſtood, as if we Cenſured them, (how grols ſoever) as they 
are only the hidden Sentiments of Mens Souls; tor theſe are only 
known to God: And Men ſor them accountable only to him. 
And therefore they cannot come under the conſideration of 
Church or State, But we ſpeak of the Magiſtrats Tolerating 
the open Declarations and overt Practices of Erroneous Men. 
Nor 240. Is the Queſtion concerning the Uzrlanfulneſs of 
the thing, thatis Tolerated, But whether the Tolerating there- 
of (how Criminal ſocver in it {elt ). ought to be allowed? For 
we do not lay that nothing, which is anlamful ought to be To- 
lerated; Becauſe this would open a Door of Perlecution for the 
ſmalleſt difference in Opinion : And confidering, that Man- 
kind is as far from periection in Knowledge, as in Holineſs, a 
Foundation would be laid of conſtant Perſecution. Nor Thiraly 
Vo we mean ſimply, that Men {hould be perſecuted, for Not- 
conforming in all points, to the National Religion. Nor 44. 
Do we ſay, That Religion ought to be forced upon Men, or that 
they ſhould be compelled to embrace it, by the dint of meer Vio- 
lence and Sword of the Magiſtrate ; Yet we Averr, that the Sword 
ſhould be drawn, to reſtrain Men from Saying, or Doing, any thi 
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to the hurt and prejudice of the Souls of others. And, to bring all 
Horne to the Affair in Ha nd, the Jaſt part of the Queſtion is, whe- 
ther the Pre/atical Miniſters of Scotland that are not poſſe#t of Churches, 
ſhould have 4 fanding Law and Att of Parliament, Authorizing their 
publick Meetings, for Preaching, Worſhip, and Exerciſe of Diſcipline? 
And whether in all their Minitterial Aaminiſtrations, they ſhould be 
made Independent on, and Unaccountable to the Fudicatories of this 
National P, esbyterian Church? We Anſwer, in the Negative, 
and do conclude | 

imo. That a promiſcuous and unlimited Toleration, of all the diffe- 
rent Schem”s and Mods of Religion, among Chriſtians is Unwarrantable, 
and Sinful. N $7Þ | 

2do. That ſuch a Toleration of Prelatick Miniſters, as has been 
juſt now expreſt, /s Unneceſſary and of pernicious Conſequence, 

Before I confirm, with dire& Arguments, the firſt propoſition, 10, 
1 ay advance a few things, which I think, cannot be con- 
teſted. 

mo. As in all other things, ſo particularly in Revealed Re- 
ligion, there is « Right and a Wrong; Truth diſtinguiſh't from 
Error; Good from Evil. This diſtinction cannot be denyed, with- 
out confounding the Nature of Things, and Eſtabliſhing of Athe- 
iſim iu the World. 240. This Right and Wrong, Truth and Error, 
even in Divine Revelations may be, and certainly are krown by 
ſome ſets of Men, and that without abſolute infaliibility ; either 
in a Supream Judge, or in our felves. And this mult be granted 
unleſs we introduce Univerſal Scepticiſm, or Blaiphemouſly Aﬀert, 
that God could not, or would not, Reveal Himſelf Intelligibly to 
us, ahd unleſs vve maintain, that, hoyvever things be in them- 
ſelves, (for perhaps there may be Truth and Error Good and Evil) 
yet, that theſe are plunged, in Democritass Well, and entirely 
conccalled from Mea; and\ that therefore 'tis no great matter; 
vv hat Religion vve embrace, becauſe we knovv not vvhere "Truth 
Refides.. Theſe things vvill be further cleared, by diſtinguiſhing 
a Subjective Certainty, vvhich may be attained in a great many 
things, from an 4bſolute and aniver/al Infallibility; to the on, a 
| „ eee ado „co Be) | os 23, clear 
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clear and diſtinct perception is ſufficient; vvhereas, to the Orher,, 
is required an univerſal Guidance and Infallibile Cond cn 
Unerring Spirit. Tis likevvayes manifeſt, that Revelation may 
be diſtinguiſh't, from the Inventions of Men; as Light from Dark- 
neſs, and Wheat from the Chaff; All Revealed Truths necef. 
ſary to Salvation carry their own evidence along with them: 
And Light is ſtill attended, with a power of perſwading, and 
makes its own way into the Underftandings of Men, that do not 
willingly ſhut their Eyes to preclude it. Hence True Religion 
luggelteth a perfect Underſtanding, Luke. 1. 3. A knowledge. and 
perſwaſion of Faith, Rom. 14. 14, 23. Fauth by many infallible to- 
tens, Ads 1. 3. Full perſivaſſon, Rom. 8. 39. 2 Tim. 1. 12. 
2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. "All riches of the full aſſurance of under auding 
Col. 2. 2. | 
11. Thirdly, Of theſe things, Di/finguiſh't and Korn, ſome are of 
greater, ſome of leſſer mc ment; as ſome Truths have a more im- 
mediate and neceſſary connexion, with Salvation. So there are. 
ſome Errors of moſt dangerous Couſequence. {'Toleration, in 
theſe, cannot be Defended ; As ſcarce any will ſtand up for tole- 
rating unconteſted Idolatry, the Blaſpheming of Chriſt;) So 
when any Error is clearly diſcovered to be ſac, it can remain 
no more the ObjeQ of Toleration. NN 
12. But, for a more direct confirmation of the Firſt Propoſition, 
we muſt conſider, that Sins againſt the Firſt Table, (of which 
rank many Herefies and Errors are) are often of as great, yea 
greater Malignity than theſe againſt the Second. ark tho' Ma- 
giſtrats, in their Adminiſtrations, do ordinarly purſue, with 
more ſeverity, the Tranſgrefſions of the Second; Judging them 
to have more malignant influence upon Civil Government, and 
to give greater diſturbance to the publick Tranquillity, and to be 
more deſtructive to the Peace, Satety, and Happigets of Human 
Society. Yet, if we {ct matters in their true Light, and look at 
them, through the Divine Perſpettives, we ſhall find, that God 
Animadverts, (and obliges His Deputies to Copy after him,) 
with as much ſeverity upon the Violations of the Firſt, as of the 
Second Table: Hence, He commanded a Capital Puniſhment 
to 


(9) 
to be inflicted ; not only upon them that Worſhiped e Gods, 
But on ſuch as Worſhiped the True God, by a groſs material repre. 
ſentation, witneſs they that were cut off for Worſhiping Aaron, 
Calf. And we will find in Scripture, that each Command of the | 
Firſt Table, as well as of the Second, was its own Guardian, and | 
preſerved it ſelf from contempt, by the Sanction annexed thereto, 
and avenging it ſelf upon Tranſgreſſours. Yea a willful con- | 
tempt, of the Ceremonial Law, that had no Intrinſical Goodneſs ; 
but ow'd it all to the poſitive Precept, was ſeverely puniſhed. 
240. The Magiſtrate is appointed of God, to be Cy/fos utriuſ- 13 
que Tabule, and truſted with the concerns of God's Glory, as 
well as Mans Intereſt, and therefor he is obliged to have a par- 
ticular regard to theſe precious Depoſita; in all his Managements; 
what immediatly relates unto God mult be his chiefeſt care; for 
the Honor of God does infinitly tranicend the Profite and Ad- 
vantage of Man; and the Soul is more precious than the Body: 
And Eternity is to be preferred to Time. It is a Criminal Parti- 
ality, to puniſh the Carling of an Earthly Father, yet to ſuffer the 
Reproaching of a Trinity; To Cutt off a Man for a Treaſonable 
Word, yet to let go Unpuniſhed the Blaſpheming of Chriſt; to 
Hang a Man for Forging another Perſons Hand, yet not to Chaſtiſe 
a falſe Prophet, who uttereth groſs and Damnable Lies, in the 
Name of the Lord; To puniſh a Petiy Theft, and not a Man 
that endeavours to Robb the Great GOD, of a Son; and His Sox 
of His God-Head. 
ztio. Error and Hereſy are great publick Sins. The Scripture | 
calls Hereſies Damnable, and Works of the Fleſh ; which as well as q 
groſs Immoralities, eæclade from the Kingdom of Heaven, Gall. 5. 
And the Hereticks themſelves are ſaid to be Grievous Molves nos 
Jparing the Flock, falſe Prophets, falſe Chrifts, (who if poſſible | 
would deceive the very Elect) Two fold Children of the Devil, 
1heives, Robbers, whoſe Words eat as a Gangren. And indeed 
they are juſtly ſo branded; For Error flings Dirt on that Dar- 
ling Attribute of God's Yeracity and Trath, and deſtroyes Souls; 
and greatly marreth the Beauty of a Church, by Corrupting its 
Ordinances: And therefor is * deteſtable unto God. For 
we 


15 


(10 
we cannot think with the King of Siam, that God is fo much- 
delighted with Variety, as to be highly ſatisfied wich Mens con- 
trary Modes of Wor ſhiping him. ee 

40. The Kings of Hal were obliged, to put away the 
ſtrange Gods. A removed Idolatry; and Queen Mother for 
her Idolatry, and commanded that whoſoever ſhould not ſeek the 
Lord God of J/rael ſhould be put to Death, whether Small or 
Great, whether Man or Woman. Jehoſaphat is commended, 
becauſe he took away the High Places and the Groves ; and other 
Godly Kings are blemiſhed, for not removing of them, Hezek:- 
ah removed the High Places, Images, Groves, Brazan Serpent : 
Joſiah deſtroyed the Hizh Places, Groves, Carved and Molten 
Images; Now, that they did this as Princes, and nor as Privi- 
ledged 'I ypes of Cheilt, as the Patrons of Toleration aſſert is evi- 
dent; for Darius who was undenyably no Type of Chriſt, to 
his great ' commendation, makes a Law Ezra 6. 11. I have 
made a decree that whoſoever ſhall alter this word, let timber be pulls 


from his houſe, and being ſet ap let him be hanged thereon, and let his 


houſe be made 4 duno hill for this. And this is commended, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, ver/. 14. And Artaxerxes Ezra 7. 26. H hoſoe- 
var will not do the law of thy God, and the lam of the King (enjoin- 


e ing obedience thereto) let judgement be execute Jpeedily upon him 


whether it be unto death, or unto baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods 
or impriſoument. And Ar;axerxes was no Type of Chriſt; yet 
Ezr4 addeth, in the next v. 27. Bleſſed be the Lord God of our 
Fathers, which bath pat ſuch a thing as this in the heart of the King, 
to beautify the Houſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem, If what the Patrons 
of Liberty do Advance be true, Ezra was not to Bleſs God tor 
this but to Mourn, that the Heathen King, being no Type of 
Chriſt, ſhould intermeddle with that which belonged not to 
him: To ſtrain the tender Conſciences of Men, and to draw the 
Sword upon a Religions concern, Nor can it be ſaid, that the 
puniſhing of Seduceing Prophets was a part only of the Judicial 
Law, not binding upon us; for it's manifeſt, that it was Mora/, for 
Father and Mother were commanded not to pitty him, and of 
this Zeal to God in Father and Mother *tis Prophyſicd that it ſhall 
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11 
obtain and take place in the Meſſahs Days. Tech. 13. 12, 3, 4, 
5, 6, werſes, And every one is commanded; to deny him, all AGis 
of Humanity and Hoſpitality, and not receive him into their 
Houſe: 2 John 1. But farder, that the puniſhing, of Falſe Pro- 
phets is perpetually Moral, and an Act of Juſtice, in all times and 
places, obliging the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as well as the Jewiſh 
Ruler is evident from this; that rhe Heretick is condemn'd by his 
own Conſcience, Tit. 3. 10. 11. In beleiving Lies and leading 
others into that ſame condemnation with bimſelf; 55 he: ap- 
prehend the Vengeance of a God-Head, by Conſcience Suggett- 
ing unto him, that it is his due, *tis but an Act of Natural Juſtice 
in the Magiſtrate (who is the Miniſter of God) to inflict the ap- 
prehended and deſerved puniſhment. Neither laſtly can it be 
ſaid, That the puniſhing of Falſe Teachers belonged to the Old 
Diſpen/ation, which was a Diſpenſation of Terror., For, x 
5to. Its? plain that it takes place likeways under the New 16. 
Teſtament Difpenſation; for the Powers are ordained of God to 
be a Terror to evil Doers, to be revengers and to cxecute 
wrath upon evil Doers, Rom. 13. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 1 Pet. 
2. 13. 14. Tit. 3, 1. But Falſe. Teachers, and they that 
ruine Souls, are certainly ſuch, Phil. 3. 2. They are. call'd 
evil Workers and Dogs, they hurt others with their evil deeds, 
and they that receive them into their Houſes, and bid them Gos! 
ſpeed, are partakers of their evi deeds: It's likewayes Propheſied 
in the New Teſtament, that Popiſh Kings Repeating ſhall caſt 
off the Antichriſtian Yoke, and inſtead of Perpetuating, their 
War with the Lamb, and giving their Kingdom to the Beaſt, 
ſhalkwaw turn their Swords againſt Ba, for her Idolatrous 
Worſhip and Spiritual Fornication ; and ſhall hate the Whore 
and burn her Fleſh with Fire. Moreover, the -puniſhing of 
Falſe Teachers is no more 7»compativle with the Evangelical Spirit 
of Meekneſs, than the puniſhing of other evil Doers. For inſtance 
of Parricids c. which cannot be denyed to be now Lawful 
without denying the Lawfulneſs of Magiſtracy under the New 
Teſtament. ?T would be ſtrange to ſay, that, by Chry{ts.coming 
into the World and Dying for Sinners, a Proclamation of In- 
B 2 demaity 
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Do (12) 
demnity to the Blafphemers of his Nes Natures, Offices Death 
5 — Suffer ings were ſent to the Magiſtrate, to be publiſhed by 
— 8 | 
6. Tſhall not now dwell upon God's ſevere reprehending of 


17 Minifters, for Tolerating of Falſe Teachers Rev. 2. 20. tho' I 


judge it no weak Topick againſt the Magiſtrates allowing a Li- 
berty of Confcience ; For it ſeems undenyable, that both Church 
and State ſhould have a Zeal to his Glory, when his Name is 
Blaſphemed; a Love to his people, that they may not be ſeduced. 
Neither ſhall I inſiſt upon the Spirits recommending in his Word, 
unto all perſons in their Reſpective Capacities, a high zeal for the 
Glory of GOD, and for his Truth, bidding us contend earmeithy 
for the Faith handed down unto us, and telling us, cis good al- 
wayes to be zealous in a good thing. Tis to be lamented, that 
the moſt of Men, are, like Ephraim, a Cake not turned, on the one 
fide, namely, what concerns the matters of GOD, Cold and Ram, 
but on the other, what relates to their own Intereſts fired, even to 
the danger of being Burnt. And by the by, if the Honourable 


Court of Parliament ſhould allow a Liberty to Mechanics, not 


4 8 


free of this City, nor of a Corporation, to ſet up in the place, in the 
mean time the Parliament declaring, that they have no deſign, to 
deſtroy the Liberty 2nd Priviledges of any Corporation, we ſhould 
quickly be in danger of having the Blue Flag flung out, and yet 
when the Church is like to ſuffer, by taking away part of her 
Heage and protection, there are few concerned about it. Ido not 
ſay this, to encourage any Mab, to give diſturbance to the Go- 


vernment, I'm far from juſtifying any ſuch diſorders. 


W hat is already ſaid does, in a great meaſure, take off the Ob- 
jections mentioned in the 67% Art. But, for a more full ſatisfacti- 
on, I ſhall give a direct Anſwer, to ſuch of the Arguments as have 
not been obviated. And Firſt, they ſay, Toleration is neceflary 
becauſe the underſtanding of Man is Pæſive, and hath not a Li- 
berty in Judgeing, but is under a neceſſity of apprehending of 
things, as they offer themſelves and are repreſented unto ir. I 
Anſwer; paſſing by the bad Philolophy of this Objection, as con- 
ſoonding our Judgement with the naked apprehenſion and 3 

15 dea 
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| C13). 
Idea of things, and making our Judgement an Act of the Under- 
ſtanding, and not of the Mill, contrary to the Logical Sentiments 
of the beſt Pneumatic Modern Philoſophers; *ris certain, if Judge- 
ment be not an elicite, it is an Imperate Act of the Will; and ex- 
cepring one caſe, viz, of Man's being deliver'd up to a Reprobate 
Mind, and ſtrong Deluſions to beleive a Lye, a Man cannot err 
without the conſent ofthe Will; for he has no more adoe, but to 
fuſpend his Thoughts concerning the connexion of Ideas, till the 
intrinſick evidence of the thing ſo raviſh his aſſent, that he cannot 
any longer deny, and keep back the ſame without being inward- 
ly reproached, for the abuſe of his Faculties. This perhaps may 
be thought too Philoſophical, in a Diſcourſe of this nature; Yet, I 
Judge, it caſts a great light on the matter in debate. We are far- 
der confirm'd, in what we ſay, when we find the Scripture brand. 
ing Men with being wilfully Ignorant, which is particularly at- 
tributed to Falſe Teachers 2 Pet. 3. 4. 5. And when we remem- 
ber, that ſuch as beleiv'd Baa/to be GOD, and Worſhipped him, 
are ſaid to be Men that through deceit, refuſed to know the Lord Jer, 
9. 6. Is there any thing more Common, than Afected Ig norance ? 
And indeed there are none ſo blind, as thoſe who will not fee. 
But 24h). To the Objection we Anſwer, as has been partly already 
ſaid, Men's inward Sentiments can neither be known nor puniſh- 
ed, nor is Religion to be forced upon Men. We are far 
from obligeing Men to beleive or think and profeſs as we do; For 
as the firſt is perhaps impoſſible, ſo the 2d. may bea compelling to 
Hypocriſy. But we only ſay, that a reſtraining of the open De- 
clarations, and Preaching of Falſe Teachers and their ſpreading of 
pernicious Principles, ould not be permitted, and connived at. 
344. The Argument, if Good, would conclude too mach, even 
in favours of Atheiſm it ſelf, and ſoas ſuch, could not fall under 
the Magiſtrats conſideration, (whatever might be ſaid for reſtrain- 
ing of it, upon the account of its influence upon the Civil Govern- 
ment) for do we not know, that tho Atheiſm be the greateſt of 
all Errors and comprehending within it ſelf the whole of Error, 
yet its Abetters may Adopt the Liberiynes Argument and cry out, 
their Minds are Paſſive, and that the notion of a GOD does in their 


Opt- 
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Opinion, include, moſt incoherent and contradictious Ideas: 
Witneſs Vaninus (who was Burned for Atheiſm) his definition 
of GOD in his Amphitheatrom., 5 
19 Secondly, The Enemięs of an unbounded Toleration are charged 
with arrogating of power over other Mens Conſciences; an Uſur- 
pation which no Man can endure. Anſwer, We do not with the 
Romiſh Church, acclaim a boundleſs Dominion and Tyranny 
over the Conſciences of Men; we are far from Magiſterial dictat- 
ing, or. pronounceing preſently a perſon to be an Heretick, only 
becauſe he differs from us: Let 2a/y. We mult not think, that the 
Conſcience of Man has a prerogative Royal belide and above the 
Word of GOD, this would bring in every Man's Ss I think, ſo it 
Jeems to me. 3dly. The reſtraining the open practices of Falſe 
Teachers can no more be judged an uſurping of Power over other 
Mens Conſciences, than the hindering an Idola:rous Zealot from 
ſacrificeing his Son to Moloch, tho? the Parent, in his perverted 
Conſcience thought himſelf obliged to give ſuch an Heroick proof 
ofhis Devotion. I do truely think, that a falſe Teacher, killing 
Souls with potions of foundamental Error,, is no more to. be tole- 
rated them an avowed Poiſoner; and people ſhould with as great 
care be kept from hearing him, as a Man from being Felo de ſe, 
by ſwallowing down a deadly draught, or cutting his own 
Throat. | 
20 3. 4s to the ſpecious pretence of violating the Eternal Rule of 
Righteouſneſs, enjoining us to deal by our Fellow Creatures as we, 
would be dealt by. We are far from ſaying, with a late Author 
(Caſe of Tolerat ion recog nized page 22. l. 23. that the ſenſe of the 
Rule is to deal by others as others would deal by us; And indeed to 
give the Rule this new Turn, and for us to practilc accordingly, 
would be ſo far from giving any Toleration, to many Hereticks 
and Prelatick Diſſenters, that it would oblige us to Exerciſe tlie 
outmoſt ſeverities upon them. For it is too well known, how 
they behaved themſelves towards Diſſenters, hen the power Was 
in their hands. But, paſſing by this, we muſt remember, what 
e advanced in the 10%, Article, That there is aRright and a Wrong 
in Judging; and that they maybe known. Whence we infer, That, 
| 11 
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if, for Example, a Mayor in'a Br A 4 knowing the Right to be on 
his ſide, and the Wrong to be on the ſide of ſome of the Citizens, 
(whcm we ſhall ſuppoſe are Papiſts) he may warrantably bind up 
their hands, and reſtrain them from going to Idolatrous Worſhip; 
And that without any breach of the Catholick Rule of Juſtice. 
And if the Tables ſhould come to be turned, ſo that {ſome of theſe 
Citizens ſhould come to be poſſeſt of Power and Orthodoxy ar 
once, and that he who had been Provoſt ſhould at one and the 
fame time, not only forfeit his Power, but make Shipwrack of his 
Faith; it the Citizens ſhould return upon himſelf the Treatment 
he gave them, he could not juſtly recriminate: For we take this 
to be ſenſe of the Rule, Mat ſoever ye reaſonably demand of Jour Reig h- 
bour, in the peſent circumſſ an ces you and your Neighbour are in; p07 
mutual Exchant e of Conditions, and ſhifting of. Places, do you now 
to him, 

4. It is urged, that Force is an improper mean of perſwading, 
and more ['kely to maxe Men Hypocrites, than to bring them 
to the knowledge of the Truth: Fire and Sword are 


21 


not the beſt Topicks of Conviction; the taking away of a Mans | 
Life, a very unfit mean to make him a Chriſtian; the letting looſe = 


Wild Beaſts on him, will not readily make him Orthodox. An- 
ſwer, We grant the Truth of what is ſaid; but it does not at all 
convell What we have /ard, concerning the reſtraining the overt 
practices of Ill Men, and Seducers, which is rhe thing we plead for; 
tho? we cannot deny, that a moderate Chaſtiſement has a ten- 


dency to awaken Men, to conſider their ways, and to make a cri- 


tical enquiry into the ground of their Sufferings: Yet, we judge, 
that Inſtruction ſhould be joined with the Rod, and Miniſters 
ſhould take as great pains to inform them of the Evil of their W ay, 
as the Magiſtrate to reſtrain them from it. 

Upon review of all, that we have ſaid, we are fully 
ſatisfied, and firmly perſwaded that we have not advanced 
any thing, contrary to the Natural Rights of Mankind, or the 
Spirit of the Goſpel ; Or, what may be juſtly conſtructed Perſe- 
cution, of T ene Conſciences. 


FP ART. II. 


(616) | 


FALL 44 


Aving Demonſtrated the Truth - of the firſt Propoſition, 
| concerning an unbounded and illimited Toleration, we 
come now, to Impugn a Legal Toleration of the Prelatick Diſſen- 
terð in this Nation; And for our more diſtinQ procedure, we ſhall 
firſt ſhew, That it is Unzeceſſary. 29. Demonſtrate the Evil there- 
of, by giving the true Character of the Prelatick Miniſters. 3h. 
From the Nature of the Toleration that is likely to obtain, (tho 
we cannot well Divine, what variety of Schem's ſome Mens 
fruitful Nodles and luxuriant Working Fancies may ſuggeſt.) 
4ly. From the bad Conſequences of ſuch a Toleration. 50. We 
ſhall Anſwer two of the moſt material Objections, that naturally 
offer. 69. Conclude all, with a molt humble Remonſtrance 
unto, and Dutiful Wiſh for this preſent Parliament. 


That 'tis Unneceſſary we ſhall prove. 190. By ſhowing in 
General there is no neceſſity of ſuch a Toleration. 240. That 
there is as little neceſſity thereof, from the Principles and Practi- 

ces of ſuch, as join in Prelatick Aſſemblies. And 30. That this 

neceſſity can't be pleaded for, nor ſought, by Prelatick Mini- 
ſters themſelves. Firjt then, In the General there is no neceſſity 
of {ſuch a Toleration, Becauſe 19:0, There are no Penal Laws 
againſt Prelatick Diſſenters; Now I take this to be the ja notion 
ot a Toleration, a Legal Exemption from the ſeverity of a Penal 

Law granted to ſuch as ſeparate, from a National Church, Eſta- 

bliſhed by Law; and therefore, where there is no Penal Law, 

Toleration cannot take place. 240, Have not the Prelatick Diſ- 

ſenters enjoyed theſe 15. Years a profound Peace? Can any of 

them complain, of any Severitics, except for ſuch Irregular 

Actings, as are unſupportable to any Government and Regular 


Society 
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Society in the World. 3tio. What do they fear, when they 
have ſo Gracious and Merciful a Queen upon the Throne; a 
Queen that has given many Declarations of Her Good Will to 
them, and their Principles ; when they have a Privy Council of 
Wiſe and Moderate Men, and ſome of them of their own per- 
{waſion. 
240, There is as little neceſſity of the demanded Toleration, 
from the Principles and Practices of the People, that join with 
them, and firſt, as to their Principles, its notoriouſly known, 
that they never profeſſedly beleived the Divine Right of Prelacy. 
Prelacy had never its Martyrs in Scotland, whereas ſince the Re- 
formation a conſiderable party of this Nation, have often ſuffer- 
ed the outmoſt Severities, for their Appearances againſt it. 240. 
Tho? we ſhould ſuppoſe, that a very few of the Diſſenters 
do really judge the eſtabliſhed Church-Government unlawful, 
yet this ſhould not hinder their joining with us in other Ordin- 
| ances of Doctrine and Worſhip. We do not, by this argument, 
condemn ſuch, as heard not the Curats , in the late times. For 
we might eaſily ſhew a maniſeſt difference, in the two Caſes ; 
and particularly, that ſimple hearing of them was not enjoined, 
by Law; but 't was required of the People, as their open ac- 
knouledgement , ofthe Prelacy that had been abjured. 3. The 
Doctrine, of this National Church, is the {ame with all Proteſt- 
ant Reformed Churches; As is evident, by compareing Confeſ- 
ſions of Faith: So that they, that own Communion, with any 
Proteſtant Church, to be lawful, cannot reaſonably ſeparate. 
from us. 4. Our Worſhip is likewayes pure; This can't be 
conteſted by any. For, tho' it wants the Theatrical Orna- 
ments, and Gaudy Attire, of Humane Ceremonies; yet the 
greateſt Zealots, for Mans Inventions, in the Worſhip of God, 
did never plead, for the neceſſity, but only for the Lawtulneſs 
of theſe things. 5109. We preſcribe no terms of Laick Commus- 
nion, that may gravel, or be uneaſy, to the moſt tender Conſci- 
CENCE. | 1144 $Y95H 236 
2do. As the People have no juſt ground of Separating. fromm 
us, ſo they entertain no {cruple 2 partake with us in Ordinances. | 
- Have | 


— - 
— — 1 — — 5 


(180 

have we not, ſince the late happy Revolution, obſerved ſuch as 
ve in the moſt diſaffected places of the Nation, when they were 
without conſtraint, and left to their own Liberty, frequent our 
Ailemblies for Worſhip, and that to their ſenſible Profite and 
Advantage? And are they not always ready, to partake with 
us in Publick Ordinances, when they are not ſtir'd vp and en- 
couraged to raiſe Duſt and Clamour, by ſuch as upon promo- 
tion could themſelves very eaſily bend their own Conſciences to 
a Complyance with us, 
3. Thercisas little neceſſity of a Toleration from the principles of 
Prelatick Miniſters themſelves. For 10. Tis but a few of 
them that {ct up for the Divine Right of Prelacy, and 'tis but of 
late that theſe did fo. And 240. By doing ſo, they Abandon 
their Old Principles, and ContradiQ their former Practices in 
Swearing the Kings Eccleſiaſtick Supremacy. I wonder, how 
ſuch a ſet of Men, can ſcruple at Communion with us? Have 
they not Aſſerted upon Oath, that the King has a power of Alter- 
ing the Government of the Church, and Eſtabliſhing what Mo- 
del he thinks fit? I know no Evaſion here for them, without 
they either a Renounce and Difown their old darling Notion 
of the Power of the Magiftrate in Eccleſiaſtick Affairs, or deny the 
Authority that has Eſtabliſhed our Chureh Policy: If they 
do this laſt, let them ſecure Her Majeſties Tile to the 
Crown, (if they can) which ſtands upon the ſame Foot, 
with the power that ſettled our Church Government. 
ʒtio. Did not the Prelatick Miniſters, in their Sermons and 
Writings, charge us, with Schiſm, for ſeparating from them, 
how can they now when the Tables are turned, and we. have 
ſhifted places, and are happily ſhuffled into their Room, think 
it unla w ful to join with us, in our Aſſemblies for Worſhip? | 
- 240, 1 Demonſtrate the Evil of the Toleration, by giving the 

7" Character of the Miniſters that would be Tolerated. 
- x0. They are a ſet of Men, who from Humor, Reſentment 
and Intereſt, not from Conſcience are fond of, and aQtually ab 
ready Rxexeiſe a Governmont whichtheFundamentel Conſtiuurwn 
PIOHEMDIC HURT Et 319195" tl 0 ot | 
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$5 A 
of this Nation, in our Chim of Riche, Declares to be an V»/4p- 
portoble ¶griigiarch; and maſteiouſly oppoſe Fresbytry, which in 
many 8 hons of the late Färliament, hath been Ratified and 
Eſtabliſhed as the only Government of this Church, as the Foun- 
dation of the 'Tranquility and Peace of this Nation, and as 
Agreeableto the Word ofGod; So that the Toleration under debate 
eannot be allowed unto them, without the ſapping of Foundations. 
240. Such will, and muſt be Jolerated, whom the Church 
(ſupported by the Authority ofthe State, and Acts of Parliament) 
have caſt out, and Depoſed as Scandalous and Erroneous Men. 
3tio. They are a party that have always ſet up, for the Arhi- 
trary and the Deſpotick power of the Prince. This is manifeſt, 
from their conſtantly avowed Principles and Practices, theſe 
were and (till are the Paſſive-Obedirnce-Mew. Witneſs their Ser- 
mons, lately Preach't and Printed in this place, and Imy ſelf 
a good time agoe heard the late A. B. P. Preaching on Eccleſ. 
8. 4. Screw up the Supream paramount Power, to ſuch a pro- 
digious height, that he Aﬀerted, the Civil Power in no cafe hat- 
ſoever ſhould be Reſiſted, (farewell then to our Bleſt and happy 
Revolution) No not in the caſe of the Kings Alienating his 
Crown to a Forreigner. And, to put the Capeſtone upon his 
Mahametan Loyalty, concluded his Piſcourſe, with threatening 
us with Eternal Damnation, if we ſhould in any caſe what{ozver 
make Reſiſtance, to the King, tho Acting never to illegally. I 
hope, this Argument will have its own weight, with our Wor— 
thy Patriots, and all Lovers of Liberty and Property: 
aro. The Prelatick Minitters do, in a great meaſure, depend 
on the Church of England, they are Supported, Derended and 
Influenced by them; they ſtudy, upon all occations, to Conform 
unto them: Even in ſuch Mods of Worſhip, as could never Ob- 
tain in this Church, whatever attempts a Crown'd Head made 
for the ſame. Yea, do we not actually {ee the EAgH¹ Worſhip al. 
ready ſet up in the Metropols of the Nation? Tho a Worſhip fo 
contrary to the Natural Genius of this Land, that to preclude it, 
they entered into a Civil War. Now its granted, by the great- 

eſt 
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eſt Libertines, (A Letter concerning Toleration page 66.) That that 
Church can have no Right to be Tolerated, by the Magiſtrate, 
which 1s Conſtitute upon ſuch a Bottom, that all theſe who en- 
ter into it, do thereby Ip/o fa&Fo,deliver themſelves to the protection 
and Service of another. 5. They are a ſet of Men, whom we 
may have juſt ground to ſuſpect, do not own the Queens Autho- 
rity, they do not Pray for Her: The Prelats at the Licenſing of 
Young Men (which is now commonly practiſed) preicribe unto 
them, an Equivocal Formula of Prayer, which does as well agree 
unto, and may be] as naturally underſtood, of the pretended 
Prince of Wales, as of Her Majeſty. Beſide, we do not ſee, that 
they who Impugned Queen Marys Title can own the preſent 
Queen's; for they are borh derived from, and Incorporated with 
the Claim of Right. And it they ſay, That X. James is now 
Dead, they muſt give me leave to Anſwer, That they beleive 
Her Brother is yet Alive. I am the more confirmed in my ſuſ- 
picion of their Loyalty, from the Copy of a Letter Written by 
one Prelatick Miniſter to another, (which Copy was ſent unto 
me from a Reverend and Worthy Miniſter, who had the Origi- 
nal by him) the Words of the Letter are, 1he Aaareſs to be ſent 
to Her Majeity from us, is very well Drawn, by the Advice both of 
Church-Men and Lawyers, without an) promiſes of Qualifying. And 
thus I have Drawn the Picture of rhe Prelatick Miniſters in Scor- 
land: It wants only one Finiſhing Stroak, an Account of the 
He: orodoxy of their Pectrine, and the Groſs Immoralitte; of their 
Practices, but theſe are ſo commonly known, That I {hould but 
loſe time, by inſiſting on them. 
Thirdly. J Argue, from the Nature and Quality of the Deſired 
5* Toleration. And Firi# it would Authorize fuch a Separation 
from us, as would ſet Perſons at full Liberty to Say and Do as 
they pleaſe, without being Accountable unto this Church. And 
if the Tolerated Miniſters ſhould Preach the Groſſeſt of Errors, I | 
do not ſee, who ſhall Judge them? And tho the. People ſhould 
not join With us in any thing, which ſhould interr Church Com- | 
munion, they are not to be Reprehended: A Separation greater | 
than this is not poſſible, and more cannot be ſaid or doue againſt 
the 
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the moſt corrupt Church of the World. 24h. I do not ſee, 


—. 
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but that theſe Miniſter would be at greater freedom, and have 


greater exemptions, than miniſters of the National Eſtabliſh- 
ment. For, theſe are tyed to Re/i--xce, in their own Pariſhes, 


the other, as far as T can underſtand, may ramble through the 


whole Land and give Diſturbance, And tho perhaps ſuch a 
Scheme of Toleration may be fram'd, as may confine the Exer- 
ciſe of their Miniſtry to particular Pariſhes, yet if they ſhould 
make encroachment upon Netghbour Pariſhes, the Grievance 
will not be got ſo eaſily Redreſſed. 3770. By this Toleration, 
eſpecially asꝰtis {aid it is modelled by ſome. viz. That the power of 
Calling Miniſters {ball be lodged in the {Majority of Heretors and Peo- 
ple. In ſome Pariſhes, they that are for the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and who adhere to it from Conſcience and Principle, may 
come to be in worſe Circumſtances than the Diſſenters, by hav- 
ing a Prelatick Incumbent thruſt in upon them, which would 
make bad Political Grammar: To ſet the Exception above the 
Rule. 


4. I come now to hold forth the pernicious and Dangerous 


Cenſequences of this Toleration. And Fir#, Tis evident, that 6. 


it will fix and perpetuat a horrid Schiſm in the Church. *Iis in 
vain to run out upon all the horrid Evils that neceſſarly accompany 
Diviſion in a Church; I hall only take notice of this one: That 
it has a Natural Tendency to deſtroy the Communion of Saints, 
which is an Article of our Faith, 2. This Toleration will lay a 
Foundation of Everlaſting Diſorders and Confulion. We can- 
not doubt of this, if we will but caſt our Ey's backward, and take 
notice what Diſorders and Irregularities theſe Miniſters have been 
guilty of, theſe 14 Years paſt. Let but any conſult the Regi— 
ſters of the Presbytry of Edinburgh, for a proof of this; How 
many ot theſe Miniſters have been delated far Marrying a Man 
to another Wife, the firſt known to be alive; And Marrying 
Women toother Men, their own Husbands being alive; An 

for the Irregular Marriages of perhaps ſome Hundreds, and Anti- 
dating Teſtimonials of Marriage to cover Uncleannets; hkew ays 
giving it under their hand, they N eryed Folk in the Countrcy 
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eſt Libertines, (A Letter concerning Toleration page 66.) That that 
Church can have no Right to be Tolerated, by the Magiſtrate, 
which is Conſtitute upon ſuch a Bottom, that all theſe who en- 
ter into it, do thereby Ip/o facto, deliver themſelves to the protection 
and Service of another. 5. They are a ſet of Men, whom we 
may have juſt ground to ſuſpect, do not own the Queens Autho- 
rity, they do not Pray for Her : The Prelats at the Licenſing of 
Young Men (which is now commonly practiſed) preicribe unto 
them, an Equivocal Formula of Prayer, which does as well agree 
unto, and may be] as naturally underſtood, of the pretended 
Prince of Wales, as of Her Majeſty. Beſide, we do nor ſee, that 
they who Impugned Queen Marys Title can own the preſent 
Queen's; for they are both derived from, and Incorporated with 
the Claim of Right. And if they ſay, That X. James is nom 
Dead, they muſt give me leave to Anſwer, That they beleive 
Her Brother is yet Alive. I am the more confirmed in my ſuſ- 
picion of their Loyalty, from the Copy of a Letter Written by 
one Prelatick Miniſter to another, (which Copy was ſent unto 
me from a Reverend and Worthy Miniſter, who had the Origi- 
nal by him) the Words of the Letter are, The Aaareſs to be ſent 
zo Her Majeity from us, is very well Drawn, by the Advice both of 
Church-Men and Lawyers, without amy promiſes of Qualifying. And 
thus I have Drawn the Picture of the Prelatick Miniſters in Scor- 
land: It wants only one Finiſhing Stroak, an Account of the 
Her orodoxy of their Pectrine, and the Groſs Immoralitic; of their 
Practices, but theſe are ſo commonly known, That I ſhould but 
loſe time, by inſiſting on them, 

Thiraly. J Argue, from the Nature and Quality of the Deſired 
Toleration. And Fit it would Authorize ſuch a Separation 
from us, as would ſet Perſons at full Liberty to Say and Do as 
they pleaſe, without bzing Accountable unto this Church. And 
if the Tolerated Minilters ſhould Preach the Groſſeſt of Errors, I 
do not ſee, who ſhall Judge them? And tho the. People ſhould 
not join With us in any thing, which ſhould inferr Church Com- 
munion, they are not to be Reprehended: A Separation greater 
than this is not poſſible, and more cannot be ſaid or doue againſt 
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the moſt corrupt Church of the World. 24h. I do not ſee, 
but that theſe Miniſters would beat greater freedom, and have 
greater exemptions, than miniſters of the National Eſtabliſh- 
ment. For, theſe are tyed to Reſidence, in their own Pariſhes, 
the other, as far as T can underſtand, may ramble through the 
whole Land and give Diſturbance. And tho perhaps ſuch a 
Scheme of Toleration may be fram'd, as may confine the Exer- 
ciſe of their Miniſtry to particular Pariſhes, yet if they ſhould 
make encroachment upon Netghbour Pariſhes, the Grievance 
will not be got ſo eaſily Redreſſed. 3710. By this Toleration, 
eſpecially asꝰ tis faid it is modelled by ſome. vic. That the power of 
Calling Ministers ſhall be lodged in the Majority of Heretors and Peo- 
ple. In ſome Pariſhes, they thet are for the preſent Eſtabliſh 
ment, and who adhere to it from Conſcience and Principle, may 
come to be in worſe Circumſtances than the Diſſenters, by hav- 
ing a Prelatick Incumbent thruſt in upon them, which would 
make bad Political Grammar: To ſet the Exception above the 
Rule. 

come now to hold forth the pernicious and Dangerous 
Cenſequences of this Toleratiov. And Firf, ?Tis evident, that 6. 
it will fix and perpetuat a horrid Schiſm in the Church. *Iis in 
vain to run out upon all the horrid Evils that neceflarly accompany 
Diviſion in a Church; I ſhall only take notice of this one: That 
it has a Natural Tendency to deitroy the Communion of Saints, 
which is an Article of our Faith. 2. This Toleration will lay a 
Foundation of Everlaſting Diſorders and Confuſion. We can- 
not doubt of this, if we will but caſt our Ey's back ward, and take 
notice what Diſorders and Irregularities theſe Miniſters have been 
guilty of, theſe 14 Years paſt. Let but any conſult the Regi- 
ſters of the Presbytry of Edinburgh, for a proof of this; How 
many of theſe Miniſters have been delated far Marrying a Man 
to another Wife, the firſt known to be alive; And ming bus. 
Women toother Men, their own Husbands being alive ; An 
for the Irregular Marriages of perhaps ſome Hunareds, and Anti- 
dating Teſtimonials of Marriage to cover Uncleanncts; hkeways 
giving it under their hand, they Mzrryed Folk in the Countrcy 
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or the Fields, {Whereas the perſons Sib they were Matryed 
in the City,) becauſe formerly they had given Bond to the Magi- 
ſtrate to Marry none in the City. And of late Ryots abound in 
ſeveral places pon the very proſpect of this 1 oleration: They arc 
intruding againſt Law into Vacant Churches, and in ſome places 
ſhutting "out ſettled Miniſters from their own Churches. Now 
it ſuch things be done by them, without a 1 oleration, what can 
we expect if they ſhall get one. 3. The Generality of the Na- 
tion have ſuch an Averſion to Prelacy, that the Toleration will be 
fair to creat great Tumults in many places. We know what the 
Mob in G/4/gvw lately did upon a Curats ſetting up there. And 
perhaps the Ferment may become to be ſo creat, that without 
BY ce and Violence, people will not be quieted; which will oblige 
e Government to imp .oy the Forces againſt them. All which give 
a ech proſpect of what we fear, but do not wiſh, to come 
to paſs. 4. Iis apt to give umbradge unto, and creat Jealou- 
ſies in Peoples Minds, that do not, nor are not obliged to under- 
ſtand the Politicks, nor ſee into the ſecret ſprings and Reſſorts of 
the Actings of the Parliament. To them it will look very odd, 
that while the Houſe of Commons in England were endeavouring 
to take away the Liberty chat Presbyterian Difſenters had by 
Law; our Parliament here :n the mcan time ſhould by a Law 
give a Liberty to Epiſcopal Diſſenters! 5. Nor will J inſiſt on 
chat deluge of Impiety that will follow the 7 o/er atzon clois at the 
hecls; whatever laudable Laws, and Proclamations are made and 
promulgated againſt Prophanenels and Impiety; nor ſhall we 
notice, whas 15 obvious to all Men, the inevitable Ruine of Dit- 
cipline: But ſhall in the laſt pl: ace, only obſerve, that it may 
come in the iſſue to Ruine the Churci,/not upon the ſcore of the 
Inclinations of the people ag iuſt the preſent Eſtabliſhment, but 
irom other conſiderations, tome whereof we have already mentio- 
ned) Tis known that the Apoſtate Julian gave a Toleration to al! 
Chriſtians oi whatſocver profeſſion; judgeing it a proper mean 
ot rooting out Chriſtianity it felt. And if rel ſtoring of Patronages 
accompany the Toleration, the deſtruction of the Church will be 
ſudden and certain. 
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In the Fifth place, I come to Anſwer two Objections, againſt 5. 
what we have advanced, which are two Arguments of Retortios 
for Toleration. 1. Say they, why ſhould the Eugliſh Diſſen- 
ter havea Toleration by Law, and this be denyed to our Prela- 
tiſts? Anſwer, Firſt, 'tis known, that the Reformation of En- 
gland was managed too much by the Politicks; and that many 
Popiſh Ceremonies were retained, and continue to this day in 
that Church; and owning and tubjecting unto and practiſing 
theſe Ceremonies are made the Terms ot Communion, nothing 
of which is in our caſe caſe, bleſt be GOD who gave us a thorow 
Reformation, and enclined our Hearts to zbandon at once, both 
the Hereſy and Hierarchy of Rowe. 2. The Church of Eu 
is ſufficiently ſecured by the Sacramental Teſt, bur here we have 
no ſuch Defence. I he Prelatilts are admitted to all Offices Civil 
and Military; and arc capable in Law of being Members of Par- 
lament, Privy Council cc. For there is no Law precluding 
them. Now, our danger is viſible, if by a Toleration the Prela- 
tiſts ſhould alſo creep into rhe Church. 3. Severe Penal Laws 
were lying over the Diſſenters Heads; and conlidering that if. 
enters, by the moſt modeſt calcul, makes a 4% part of the Nati- 
on. It is plain, without aTolejation the Penal Laws by a rigid Exe. 
cution would take hold of Diſſenters even totheir Ruine, and tothe 
great prejudice, of the whole Nation. From all which, its clear, 
there can he no parallel drawn twixt us and them, if we only 
mind, what we ſaid, that we have no people Diſſenting from us, 
from a Principle. 4. Diſſenting Miniſters have not the henefire 
of the Toleration, till they Subſcrivethe 36 Dottrinal Articles of 
the Church of Exgland, But, Prelatical Miniſters here do not 
own our Confeſſion of Faith, nor can (becauſe of Heterodoxy) 
without jugling with GOi2 and Man, Subſcrive it. ; 
Objection 2a, Is from the Indulgence granted ro Presbyterian 
Diſſenters by K. Charles the 24. Why ſhould we deny them tha 
favour the granting of which to our ſelves we reckoned but an 
Att of Juſtice? I ſhall give ſhortly the Anſwers of a Tudicio':s 
Miniſter. 1. There wereſevere Penal Laws (without which 
4 Tolcration s unncceſſfar, if not impoſſible) at the time, when 
9 5 5 the 


hazard, from the Indulgence: But we have n 


| expreſs my Dutyful Wiſh, for this preſent Parliament. 
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the Indulgence was granted ; Here there are none. 2. The In- 


dulgence was granted, not by a Law and Act of Parliament, but 
by the Kings Letter to His Couucil. 3. It was given but to a 
few; And that vvith a deſign to Ruin Difſenters, and to fix Pre- 
lacy upon a ſurer Baſe. Whereas the Toleration, under debate, 
has a viſible tendency, to ſubvert our Church Government. 4. 
Prelacy was well Eftzbiſhe1, by the Declaration, which Re- 
nounced Presbytry, and by other methods of making Diſſenters 
uncapable, of being in the Government; Sothat there was no 


| | o ſuch Salvo, for 
our Government, if a Toleration be given. | 


Ia the Laſt place, I come to make a humble Remonſtrance, and 


With all 
Humility, Ideſire them to conſider, that they are God's Miniſters, 


Guardians of our Laws, Liberty, Pro 


| perty, and which is dearer 
to us than all, OUR RELIGION, I Pray, They may havethe 
GREATNESS of 60D, and the miſchief of Error, Diviſion, 


and Prophaneneſs, full in their Eye; That they may never En- 
courage a Sett of Men, Jealous Aſſerters of Deſporick Power, and 
whoſe Principles tend to Subject this Church and State, to the 
Church and Crown of England. Have Presbyterian Miniſters 


made fo bad uſe of their Povver, that they deſerve to have it con- 


tracted, unto a narrovver Compaſs, and the Key of © Diſcipline, 
(vyhich Chriſt has put in their hands) vvreſted from them? 
I vviſh, the Parliament may be bold as Lyon, for the Intereſt of 
Church and State; And that Diffcalties may only ſerve to vvhet 
their Reſolutions, and kindle their Zeal. May He, that fits in 
Heaven and Ruleth among the Children of men, giye them the 
Spirit of Wildom and Judgement : beſtow on them the Guid- 
ance of his Unerring Spirit; That all their Reaſonings, Con- 
certs and Determinations, may be for the Glory of GOD, the Ho- 
nour of our Queen, the Advantage of the Nation, and the Ever- 
laſting ſettlement of Peace and Truch among Ws. 8 
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